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e have almost completed another year with

the Top 20 Il Girls Dance & Mentoring

Program. Little by little this program is
making a difference in the lives of every girl we
encounter in East Chicago Public Schools that chooses
to participate. This school year was especially
promising. Under the direction of Carrie Gosch
Elementary School Principal Erica Glen, Rita Daniels,
MSW, helped to established a new Leadership Initiative
for their students that includes an art enrichment
segment. This segment enabled more than thirty 4-6
grade girls to receive dance instruction after school on
Mondays from Asia Dickens who also operates Asia’s
Dance Factory in Gary, IN. Ms. Dickens is one of our
dance instruction contractors.
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Our other dance instructors include
Shannon Grayson (Lou Conte Dance
Studio) who has been with our
program for two years and teaches
the combined classes on
Saturday mornings at
Carrie Gosch, and
Reneicia Johnson (Dark &
Dynasty Modeling), a first year instructor
who teaches Monday through Thursday
after school at Block Middle School. It
remains our goal to have all participants of
Top 20 Il until they are seniors.
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This school year was particularly rewarding because
Top 20 Il was able to provide a small but significant
diversion from the dreadful discussion of lead
contamination that has plagued part of East Chicago’s
community and raised anxiety levels among many of
the children.

Top 20, Inc. Vice President Debra Williams heads our
dance committee and tirelessly leads the way to assure
that Top 20 Il participants remain engaged in activities
that most of them would not ordinarily be able to do.
In addition to ensuring they receive quality dance
instruction, “Ms. Deb” single-handedly coordinates
schedules by inter-acting with dance A4
instructors, parents, principals, and ECPS
transportation so that our program can
run smoothly. The newest addition that
Ms. Deb introduced to Top 20 Il was
professional Teen Health Educator b -
Charbria White who enhanced the  charbria
mentoring component of the program. White

Our kickoff was held on September 24, 2016 with an
overview of the purpose and goals of the program. The
parents were there to hear and see their students
participate in  fun icebreakers and dance
demonstrations. We met nearly every Saturday during
the school year and Monday through Thursday after
school. Activities for 2016-2017 began on October 29,
2016 with a trip to South Shore Dance Alliance, which
is a pre-professional dance company in Griffith, IN, led
by Mr. Larry Brewer, SSDA Artistic Director. The girls
were both intrigued and excited to identify with
dancers their own age in a REAL dance studio.

On November 20, 2016,
our high school and
middle school students
went to see a
performance by the
famed Dance Theatre
of Harlem at the
Auditorium in Chicago.

While we believe it is

gratifying to have the [iJ! CHS & Block MS :
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ballet culture, we also | of the AudifSriuf

[
know that it is equally =
important to understand the value of helping others.
This is demonstrated by scheduling community service
activities in East Chicago. On December 28, 2016,
Marcus Martin, Executive Director of Grace Beyond
Borders asked Top 20 Il participants to help prepare
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food boxes for less fortunate citizens in the EC
community and distribute them at the Salvation Army
facility.

= meals at the
Salvation
Army

The School City of East Chicago invited us to perform on
January 7, 2017 at the Board of Trustees Oath of Office
Ceremony, which took place in the Central High School
Auditorium. On January 14, 2017, we enjoyed a trip to
Showplace Theater to see the historical movie Hidden
Figures, a true story of four African American women
who were highly involved in the NASA program in the
1960’s. We ALL learned a lot from this awe-inspiring
film and watching such movies aids us in the mentoring
process.

We enjoyed another community servicer activity at the
Lake County Nursing Home and Rehab Center in East
Chicago on January 21, 2017 at which time the girls
nervously learned to appropriately interact with elderly
citizens. This year Top 20 was invited to perform at the
I Too Sing Black History Month Celebration on
February 19, 2017 at the EC Public Library, where they
performed beautifully.
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the EC Public Library

February 25, 2017 was back to the Auditorium Theatre,
but this time we saw “Game Changers” performed by
the Joffrey Ballet.

Every year we receive invitations for some of our girls
to participate at the Indiana University African
American Dance Company Annual Workshop in
Bloomington, thanks to former ECW Top 20 member
Professor Iris Rosa, Director of Undergraduate Studies
and the AADC. On March 3-4, 2017, we took seven girls
where they joined hundreds of aspiring dance students
throughout the state of Indiana for two days of rigorous
dance training. Hannah Thomas, granddaughter of
Mildred Ball and third-year student at IU Bloomington,
was kind enough to help chaperone the girls that
weekend.
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Top 20, Inc. has developed a relationship with St. Mark
Church in East Chicago. Every 3™ weekend of the month
a food and clothing distribution is held. On March 18,
2017, Top 20 Il participants were happy to prepare
meals, set tables, serve food, distribute clothing to
those in need and perform.

During Spring Break the girls wanted to utilize their
down time doing something a little different, so Top 20,
Inc. Board President Carolyn Upshaw-Royal was brave
enough to have a sleepover at her sister’s home in East
Chicago following a fun time eating pizza and bowling
at Plaza Lanes in Highland, IN on March 31 and April 1,
2017. During the sleepover, the girls watched and
discussed The Great Debaters movie (we never stop
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mentoring!). They also decorated vases, created vision
boards for themselves, and had their nails done.

Inside the Barker
- Mansion .

x =
Our most recent activity was a field trip on April 29,
2017 to the Barker Mansion, a historical landmark in
Michigan City. The girls loved learning about industrial
businessman John Barker and how he and his family
lived and gained enormous wealth and lived during the
early 1800’s. Our final session for the school year is
Saturday, May 20, 2017 (Awards Day) at Carrie Gosch.

Thank You!

This 2016-2017 season of dance, mentoring,
community service activities, and field trips could not
have been possible without the behind-the-scenes
planning of our dedicated Top 20, Inc. Board of
Directors, in particular those who come all the way
from Milwaukee, WI (Bette Velasco Wilson and Linda
Velasco), East Lansing , MI (Carolyn Upshaw Royal),
and Indianapolis, IN (Mildred Ball). Many thanks to the
East Chicago Public Schools Administration and
employees. We dearly appreciate former ECW Top 20
members Willa Logan Fleets, Adrienne Walker
Garrett, and Madeline Dumas Cooper who lent helping
hands whenever possible during dance sessions and
field trips. Special thanks to family and friends Cynthia
Upshaw Wilkinson, Thomasina Wilson, Cynthia
Wilson, Keri Wilson, Kayla Wilson, Bobbye Jacque
Sanders and Angelique Ard who go above and beyond
to help our girls.

It is with sincere gratitude that we acknowledge our
major funders: Foundations of East Chicago, Legacy
Foundation, St. Catherine Hospital, Manna Inc., and
our most recent major donor Enterprise Development
& Management Corporation, along with a host of like-

wonderful supporters continue to aid us financially
because they truly understand the dire need to help
Top 20, Inc. pursue and achieve our goal: To enable
teenage girls to make positive life choices

As we witness yet another challenging but rewarding
year nearing its end, culminating with our annual one-
week summer program in June 2017, we look forward,
God willing, to a new beginning in the 2017-2018
season. We sincerely bpe you cangin us!

To lend your support to this special effort please
go to www.top20inc.org and .
You can donate using PayPal or your credit/debit card.
Every donor will get an emailed receipt immediately
following their tax-deductible monthly (S5, $10,
$15/mo.) or one-time gift (550 or more) transaction.
Those who prefer not to give online may send an email
to JLGivens@netnitco.net with the information listed
on our donor/volunteer cards below. THANK YOU IN
ADVANCE FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Top 20, Inc.
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to enable teenage girls to make positive life choices

Name

Address

City. State Zip

Ph Email

O 1 am interested in being a volunteer. My area of interest/skill is:

O 1 want to explore more ideas and need a follow up call

O 1 am making a one-time gift TODAY of $,

[ 1 would like to financially support Top 20, Inc. with a monthly
contributionof$5___ $10___ $25__ Other____

PO Box 30063616 EIm SteEast Chicago, IN 463129219-689-3377¢jlgivens@netnitco.net

', & VOLUNTEER / GIFT CARD W

Donation Amount: $
Frequency: O0One Time [OMonthly OAnnually OOther
Payment Type: OCash [Check [OMoney Order [OCredit Card

Credit Card Information:

Name on Card

Card Number

CVVv2 Expiration Date,

Matching Gift: OYes ONo
Employer Name:

In Honor Of:

In Memory Of:

Make checks payable to: Top 20, Inc.
For your convenience you may make your tax deductible gift online at
www.top20inc.org

minded, kind-hearted individual donors. These
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